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OBJECTIVES: To identify laboratories in each participating country that can implement a quality assurance
programme [0 improve their services; to have at least one laboratory in each country accredited by the competent
national authorities: to organize and implement an intercomparison programme of the selected services.

BACKGROUND: “Wuh the increasing use of nuclear techniques in industry, human health and research activities,
the improvement of the quality of radiation pretection services provided by public and private institutions has
become essential for most countries in Latin America. A number of actions have been taken by the Agency teo
improve the level of radiation protection under national and regional projects, mostly with concrete results, and it is
important to continue this work in 1999-2000.

PROJECT PLAN: The parucipating countries, Brazil, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala
and Uruguay, w:ll speaify the types of services and laboratories in a position to obtain national accreditation;
organize techmeal information exchange, personnel training and the best QA implementation methods for their
analytical services. Jefine the scope of the work required at national and regional levels to improve the quality of the
selected services. and organize :nd implement intercomparison of analytical techniques among the participant
faboratenes. with the ann of cerufving the competence of these laboratories to provide the selected services. The
project wili assist the selected luboratones in their process of national accreditation.

NATIONAL COMMITMENT: The competent national authorities wiil provide expert services, facilities and
installauons, contnbunng rescurzzs worth US $334.000.

AGENCY INPUT: Expertser.ices, support for meetings and workshops, and materials.

PROJECT IMPACT: Wuh the improvement of the radiation protection services in the participant laboratodes, in
particular by implermenting a QA programme, radiation protection in the participant countries will improve.



